
SWILSO04
New Stamp









IV. FINDINGS OF FACT

30. Respondent is, and was at all times relevant to this CAFO, "a seller" as the term is defined under 
40 C.F.R. § 745. l 03, for the purpose of selling "residential dwellings" that are "target housing" 
as those terms are defined at 40 C.F.R. § 745. i 03.

31. On January 20, 2021, the EPA received a copy of a real estate sales contract that indicated that on 
January 30, 2020, the Respondent had entered into a contract to sell the residential dwelling at 
1410 W Beach Drive, Panama City Florida 32401, built in 1951. Based on a review of the sales 
contract, the EPA determined that the Respondent appeared to have failed to comply with certain 
lead-based paint disclosure regulations found in 40 C.F.R. Part 745, Subpart F.

32. In response to the EPA's Show Cause letter, dated January 28, 2021, offering the Respondent the 
opportunity to present any information or evidence to the EPA concerning the alleged 
noncompliance, the Respondent was unable to provide records to the EPA documenting that 
prior to the purchaser being obligated under the sales contract identified in the previous 
paragraph, the Respondent had:

a. Provided the purchaser with an EPA-approved lead hazard information pamphlet as 
required by 40 C.F.R. § 745.107(a)(l) for the target housing;

b. Included as an attachment to the contract to sell target housing the appropriate Lead 
Warning Statement as required by40 C.F.R. § 745.l!3(a)(l);

c. Included as an attachment to the contract to sell target housing a statement by the seller 
disclosing the presence of known lead-based paint and/or lead-based paint hazards in the 
target housing being sold or indicating no knowledge of the presence of lead-based paint 
and/or lead-based paint hazards as required by 40 C.F.R. § 745.l 13(a)(2); and

d. Included in the contract, the signatures of the sellers, agents, and purchasers, certifying to 

the accuracy of their statements, to the best of their knowledge, along with the dates of 
signature, pursuant to 40 C.F.R. § 745.1 l3(a){7).

V. ALLEGED VIOLATIONS

33. Based on the EPA's review of the Respondent's records, the EPA has determined that prior to 
entering into a contract to sell the residential dwelllng that is target housing under which a 
purchaser became obligated to purchase the target housing, the Respondent failed to:

a. Provide the purchaser with the EPA-approved lead hazard information pamphlet in 
violation of 40 C.F.R. § 745.107(a)(l);

b. Include as an attachment to the contract to sell target housing, the appropriate Lead 
Warning Statement, in violation of 40 C.F.R. § 745. l l3(a)(l);

c. Include as an attachment to the contract to sell target housing a statement by the seller 
disclosing the presence ofkno-wn lead-based paint and/or lead-based paint hazards in the 
target housing being sold or indicating no knowledge of the presence of lead-based paint 
and/or lead-based paint hazards in violation of 40 C.F.R.§745.113(a)(2); and

d. Include as an attachment to the contract to sell target housing the signatures of the sellers,
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43. In addition to what is stated in the prior Paragraph, if Respondent fails to timely pay any portion
of the penalty assessed under this CAFO, the EPA may:

a. refer the debt to a credit reporting agency or a collection agency, 40 C.F.R. §§ 13.13 and
13.14;

b. collect the debt by administrative offset (i.e., the withholding of money payable by the
United States to, or held by the United States for, a person to satisfy the debt the person
owes the Government), which includes, but is not limited to, referral to the Internal
Revenue Service for offset against income tax refunds, 40 C.F .R. Part 13, Subparts C and
H;

c. suspend or revoke Respondent's licenses or other privileges, or suspend or disqualify
Respondent from doing business with the EPA or engaging in programs the EPA
sponsors or funds, 40 C.F.R. § 13.17; and/or

d. refer the debt to the Department of Justice for litigation as provided in 40 C.F .R. § 13.33.

44. Penalties paid pursuant to this CAFO shall not be deductible for purposes of federal taxes.

VIII. EFFECT OF THE CAFO

45. In accordance with 40 C.F.R. § 22.IS(c), Respondent's full compliance with this CAFO shall 
only resolve Respondent's liability for federal civil penalties for the violations and facts 
specifically alleged above.

46. Full payment of the civil penalty, as provided in Section VII (Terms of Payment), shall not in any 
case affect the right of the EPA or the United States to pursue appropriate injunctive or other 
equitable relief or criminal sanctions for any violations of law. 40 C.F.R. § 22. IS(c).

47. Nothing in this CAFO shall relieve Respondent of the duty to comply with all applicable 
provisions of the Act and other federal, state, or local laws or statutes, nor shall it restrict the 
EPA's authority to seek compliance with any applicable laws or regulations, nor shall it be 
construed to be a ruling on, or determination of, any issue related to any federal, state, or local 
permit, except as expressly provided herein.

48. Nothing herein shall be construed to limit the power of the EPA to undertake any action against 
Respondent or any person in response to conditions that may present an imminent and substantial 
endangerment as provided under the Act.

49. The terms, conditions, and compliance requirements of this CAFO may not be modified or 
amended except upon the written agreement of both Parties, and approval of the Regional Judicial 
Officer.

50. The provisions of this CAFO shall apply to and be binding upon Respondent and its officers, 
directors, employees, agents, trustees, servants, authorized representatives, successors, and 
assigns.

51. Any change in the legal status of the Respondent, or change in ownership, partnership, corporate 
or legal status relating to the company, will not in any way alter Respondent's obligations and 
responsibilities under this CAFO.
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I certify that the foregoing "Consent Agreement" and "Final Order," in the Matter of Mr. H. Clarence 
Springer, Docket No. TSCA-04-2021-3105(b), were filed and copies of the same were emailed to the 
parties as indicated below. 

Via email to all parties at the following email addresses: 

To Respondent: 

To EPA: 

H. Clarence Springer

Mr. H. Clarence Springer 
hcspringer@yahoo.com 
1410 W Beach Drive
Panama City, Florida 32401 
hcspringer@yahoo.com 

Oyepero Olowu, Case Development Officer 
olowu.oyepero@epa.gov 
( 404) 562-8990

Robert Caplan, Senior Attorney 
caplan.robert@epa.gov 
(404) 562-9520

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 4 
61 Forsyth Street, S.W. 
Atlanta, Georgia 30303-8960 

Saundi Wilson 
Regional Hearing Clerk 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 4 
61 Forsyth Street, S.W. 
Atlanta, Georgia 30303-8960 
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